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Psychology in human affairs has had a long and turbulent history.
It began as mysticism, then became philosophy, and is now becoming
science. Unfortunately, psychology has retained many character-
istics of its former stages of development. Mystical concepts are
still found in much of the literature, and philosophical speculation
is still substituted for scientific research. However, psychological
"isms" are definitely on the decline. Mooted problems have been
taken to the laboratory and investigated under controlled conditions*
As the accumulation of factual material has increased, armchair
speculation has decreased. The concepts of mysticism and the care-
fully reasoned "isms" of philosophy are gradually being supplanted by
the tabulated facts of scientific research, /*
The following pages in this chapter review some of the steps
psychology has taken in its slow rise from mysticism. The chapters
that Mow indicate something of the present status of psychology
and suggest some uses that are being made of It
PSYCHOLOGY IN THE PRESCIENTIHC ERA
%
Man developed methods of recording his progress long feefe * M;
developed a science of psychology.   Consequently, we have a hmg